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Abatract

The purpose of this research was to
study factors related to preventive behavior
for leptospirosis of the farmers in Chainat
province. The participants were 393 peasant
farmers registered as Chainat Rice Year in 2553,
selected by multistage random sampling. Ques-
tionnaires were used to collect data. Data were
analyzed using descriptive statistic and stepwise
multiple regression.

The results showed that the farmers had
perceived risk, perceived severity, perceived
benefits and barriers of leptospirosis prevention
and had the leptospirosis preventive behavior in
moderate level (M = 2.13, SD =0.72, M = 2.12,
SD = 0.89, M = 1.84, SD = 0.99 and M = 2.32,
SD = 0.42). Factors that related and signifi-
cantly predicted leptospirosis preventive behavior
were perceived severity (Sev), perceived ben-
efits and barriers of leptospirosis prevention
(PbnPbr), wound experiences of the farmers
(Exp), and duration of farmer occupation
(Time). These four factors could predict the
leptospirosis preventive behavior (Beh),
accounting for 12.0 %. The predictive equation
was following:

Beh = 2.00 + 0.11 (Sev) + 0.05 (PbnPbr)

- 0.004 (Exp) + 0.004 (Time)

The suggestion from the research find-
ings is that nurse practitioner should enhance
leptospirosis preventive behavior of the farmers
by focusing on perceived severity, perceived
benefits and barriers of leptospirosis preventive
consistently every year, especially in the
farmers who had more wound experiences.
Keywords : Preventive behavior, leptospirosis,
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