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Parent Participation in Caring for Hospitalized Children after
Cleft Lip-Cleft Palate Repair
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Abstract
The purposes of this comparative descrip-

tive research were to describe parent participa-
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tion in caring for hospitalized children after
clef lip-cleft palate repair and compare the
differences between actual and preferred
parent participation. Random sample included
50 parents of children after cleft lip-cleft
palate repair, who were admitted in a Pediatric
surgical ward at Chonburi hospital. Research
instruments included a demographic question-
naire, the actual parent participation question-
naire and the preferred parent participation
questionnaire, of which their internal consis-
tency reliability were .87 and .89, respectively.
Data were analyzed by using frequency, per-
cent, standard deviation, range and pair t-test.
Results revealed that overall mean scores
of actual participation and preferred participa-
tion in parent who cared for hospitalized chil-
dren after clef lip-cleft palate repair were sig-
nificantly differece (t = -4.29, p < .01). When
considering each subscale, parents had preferred
participation of technical care and information
sharing more than actual participation, and had
actual participation of decision making more than
preferred participation (t = -2.69, p < .01, and ¢
= -3.18, p < .01, respectively). There was no
significantly difference of routine care between
actual and preferred participation (p > .05).
These findings suggest that nurses
who provide care for hospitalized children
after cleft lip-cleft palate repair should be aware
of participation of the parents, and enhance
appropriateness of the parent participation in
caring for the children for both actual and
preferred, especially in technical care, informa-
tion sharing and decision making.
Key words : Parent participation, cleft lip- cleft
palate repair, hospitalized children, actual par-

ticipation, preferred participation
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