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Abstract

The purpose of this cross-sectional de-
scriptive study was to survey health risk behav-
iors among baccalaureate students in a public
university. Data were gathered using the 2013
standard Youth Risk Behavior Survey. The 300
participants were recruited by simple random
sampling from students who enrolled in 107101
Holistic Health Promotion classes. Data were
analyzed using descriptive statistics.

The results revealed that 50.3% of stu-
dents were normal weight status, 27.49% were
overweight or obesity, and 22.3% were under-
weight. The six categories of students’ health
risk behaviors revealed that: 1) the behaviors
that contribute to unintentional injuries and
violence showed 9.0% of students always wear
a helmet when riding a motorcycle, 23.3% wear
a seat belt when riding in a car, 26.3% felt
depressed, 5.6% attempted suicide, 11.0% ex-
perienced a physical fight, and 6.7% carried a
weapon; 2) tobacco use: 40.7% of students tried
a cigarette, and 9.7% have smoked at least one
cigarette a day; 3) alcohol and other drug use:
68.7% of students consumed alcoholic bever-
ages, 2.7% have consumed at least one drink
a day or almost every day for the past 30 days,

4.3% used amphetamines, and 1.0% used ec-

stasy; 4) sexual behaviors that contribute to
unintended pregnancy and sexually transmitted
disease: 34.3% of students had sexual intercourse,
6.0% have had sexual intercourse with two or
more people, 9.3% did not use a condom during
their last sexual encounter, and 7.6% of stu-
dents drank alcoholic beverages or used nar-
cotic drugs before they had sexual intercourse;
5) unhealthy dietary behaviors: only 15.7% of
students ate breakfast, 54.0% of students tried
to lose weight by inappropriate methods con-
sisting of 18.7% of students went without eating
for 24 hours or more, 9.7% took diet pills with-
out a doctor’s advice, and 6.3% vomited or took
laxatives; and 6) physical inactivity: 56.9% of
students were physically active. Whereas, 23.3
of students were not physically active, and 32.7%
have played video games or computer games
five or more hours a day.

These findings should be used to pro-
mote students’ health behaviors. The university
administra tors and relevant persons should pay
greater attention to these priority health risk
behaviors that might be causes of death or dis-
ability among students. Based on these study
results, some of health promotion programs such
as 100% using helmet may be not working well.
Further health promotion strategies are needed
to address in order to be a health promotion
university.

Key words: Health risk behaviors, baccalaure-
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