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Abstract

This descriptive correlational research
aimed to examine the factors related to maternal
behavior in prevention of acute respiratory
infection (ARI) in preschoolers receiving service in
child care centers under responsibility of the
municipality of Chonburi province. Sample
included 86 mothers of preschoolers. Multistage
random sampling was used to recruit the sample.
Data were collected from December 2014 to
January 2015. Research instruments consisted of
the demographic record form and questionnaires

related to the perceptions of AR, the perceived
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self-efficacy, the social support, the access to
information, and the maternal behavior in
prevention of ARI for preschooler. The reliability
of the questionnaires were .80, .87, .93, .84, and
.79, respectively. Data were analyzed by using
descriptive statistics and Pearson’s correlation
coefficient.

Results showed that perceived self-efficacy,
perception of ARI, social support and access to
information were significantly positive correlated
with maternal behavior in prevention of ARl in
preschoolers (r =.727, p <.001, r = .650, p < .001,
r=.615p<.001 andr =.465, p < .001 respectively).
The results of study suggest that nurses and health
care providers should provide the interventions
toincrease the perceived self-efficacy, perceptions
of ARI of the mothers, social support, and give
adequately information to effectively enhance
maternal behaviors in prevention of ARl among
preschoolers, lead to the children’s good health.
Keywords: Preschoolers, maternal behaviors,
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