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Good Death as Perceived by the Critically Il Patients’ Family Members
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Abstract

A qualitative research based on Heideggerian
phenomenology aimed to explain good death as
perceived by the critically ill patients’ family

members. Seven informants who were family
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members of the critically ill patients at three
hospitals in Chonburi province were purposively
selected. Data were collected by in-depth
interview, observation, and critical reflection.
Cohen, Kahn and Steeves’s (2000) step guided
data analysis.

Four themes of good death as perceived
by the critically ill patients’ family members
emerged, which were death without suffering,
acceptance of inevitable death, caring and
responding the patients’needs, and being with
family members before death, This findings
provide deep understanding of good death as
perceived by the critically ill patients’ family
members and help to improve quality of palliative
care by promoting families’ participation in caring
for good death in critically ill patients.
Keywords: Good death, critically Il patients’

family members
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