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Abstract

Screening for thalassemia in pregnant
women and husbands during antenatal visits is
the most effective approach to reduce the
incidence of neonatal thalassemia. Therefore, the
purpose of this research was to study factors
affecting the thalassemia screening test among
husbands of thalassemia carrier pregnant women
in Bangkok. Three hundred seventy husbands of
thalassemia carrier pregnant women who have
never had a screening thalassemia test were

recruited to the study by using multi-stage
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random sampling technique. Research instruments
developed by the researcher consists of personal
factors, attitude towards behavior, subjective
norm, perceived ability to control factors for
predicted, and the intention for screening
thalassemia test. The data were analyzed by
using descriptive statistics and stepwise multiple
regression.

The results showed that the average
thalassemia screening intention was almost high
level (M = 79.25, SD = 24.08); attitude towards
screening was at the good level (M = 1.60, SD =
1.03); subjective norms was in the highest level
(M =7.00, SD = 2.59); perceived ability to control
factors was in the uncertain level (M = 0.67,
SD = 1.74). The square of subjective norm (SN?)
and the education year (Edu) were significantly.
Predicting factors the screening test intention (1)
at 6.4% (R = .254, F = 12.629, P < 0.01; R* = .064,
as the equation: | = 58.014 + 0.193 (SN?) + 1.045
(Edu). The results of this research can be used
as a guideline for development of screening
thalassemia for more coverage. Moreover, to
enhancement subjective norms to persuade the
target group to take screening thalassemia for
decrease risk of severe neonatal thalassemia.
Keywords: Thalassemia, intention to screening
test, attitude toward the screening, subjective

norms, perceived behavioral control
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