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Factors Influencing Uncertainty In Illness Among Patients

With Cancer Undergoing Chemotherapy
Wipada Throngthieng, M.N.S.", Yupin Tanatwanit, Ph.D.”*, Wanlapa Kunsongkeit, Ph.D.”

Abstract

The purpose of this research was to examine factors influencing uncertainty in illness among
patients with cancer undergoing chemotherapy. The 85 subjects were selected by simple random
sampling from patients with cancer being treated with chemotherapy and their doctors at the
chemotherapy appointment ward at Ratchaburi Hospital. All subjects met inclusion criteria. The
research instruments consisted of the Illness Perception Questionnaire, the Herth Hope Index, the
Social Support Questionnaire, the Mishel Uncertainty in Iliness Scale, and a Depression Scale. The data
were analyzed using multiple regression.

The results show that perceived severity of illness and social support predicted 18.6% of the
variance in uncertainty in illness in the patients with cancer who were treated with chemotherapy,
a statistically significant finding (R* = .186, p < .05). The results suggest that professional nurses
develop nursing care to decrease high perceived severity regarding the illness, and to relieve or
eliminate depression and uncertainty among these patients. Additionally, nurses should encourage
patients to ensure social support sufficient to meet their and their families’ needs in order to reduce

uncertainty about illness in patients with cancer receiving chemotherapy.

Key words: depression, perceived severity of illness, social support, uncertainty in illness, patients

with cancer
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product moment correlation coefficient) Wu"
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Intercept = -3.494, R* = .186, Adjusted R* =.156, Flpay = 6:172%
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