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THE LEADERSHIP CHARACTERISTICS OF THE PROVINCIAL
ELECTION COMMISSION OF THAILAND

Ruchirat Patanathabutr'
'College of Graduate Study in Management Khon Kaen University, Khon Kaen 40002, Thailand

ABSTRACT

This research is applied research in which the researcher interpreted, analyzed and assessed the data using
descriptive methods in social sciences. The purposes of this study are to obtain general information about the Provincial
Election Commission, to study the expected leadership characteristics of the Provincial Election Commissioners, and
to provide guidelines for development of the Provincial Election Commissioners to possess the expected leadership
characteristics.

The general information was collected from 5 population groups, consisting of the Provincial Election Commission,
Director of the Provincial Election Commissioner, employees of the Office of The Provincial Election Commission,
Constituency Election Commission, and Election Commission of Local Administration. The male to female ratio of the
samples was 7 : 2. The majority of population was between the age of 50 and 60 years and between 40 and 50 years,
respectively, with a master’s degree. Their average income ranges from 35,000 - 45,000 baht, from 45,000 - 55,000 baht,
and from 25,000 - 35,000 baht, respectively. In addition, they have/had been government officials. The results suggest
that the expected leadership characteristic of the Provincial Election Commissioner is human prosperity leadership
characteristic, with the emphasis on qualification (hand, head, and heart), satellite, and good-looking qualities, while
minor expectations are qualification (source) and property. In terms of the good-looking quality, the differences among
the constituency election commissions and employees of the Office of the Provincial Election Commissions should
also be taken into account. As for the qualification (hand), there are differences between sample groups in different
areas: northern and central regions. While value the satellite, there are also differences between sample groups in 3
different areas: northern and central regions, northern and southern regions, and northeastern and central regions.
The three most expected leadership characteristics of the Provincial Election Commissioners are ethical concerns,

knowledge, and vision.
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