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POLICY DEVELOPMENT FOR THE COMPETITIVENESS OF
MAE SOT SPECIAL ECONOMIC ZONE

Sakda Didecha"

'Graduated of Commerce, Burapha University, Chon buri 20131, Thailand

ABSTRACT

The objective of this research is to make the proposed policy and management in Mae Sot Special Economic Zone
(SEZ). The researcher has gathered the primary and secondary data. These data are analyzed by mixed methodology,
namely qualitative research, quantitative research and public participation method. The researcher has reviewed relevant
literatures in order to develop indicators, in-depth interview 30 stakeholders who consist of members in the Policy
Committee on Special Economic Zone Development, relevant groups who drive the development in Mae Sot SEZ both
in central and local area including the local stakeholders. Then the researcher has analyzed by comparing the data of
the stakeholders’ in-depth interview with the international best practices of SEZ development policies. The result of
such analysis will be used for determining main topics in policies and management in Mae Sot SEZ that reflect of all
sectors’ views. Therefore, the draft of such policies and management will be presented to public hearing and public
opinion survey for getting the opinion from the relevant local groups and the local stakeholders. These opinions will be
used for preparing to make the suggestions in the research.

The research findings: The stakeholders have similar proposed policy in Mae Sot SEZ in term of the SEZ is a
mechanism for distributing development to local area and connecting Thailand and Myanmar economy. However they
have different opinions such as the management of land and labor: one group focuses that the minimum wage in the SEZ
for myanmar labor should be lower than thai labor, as well as to determine wood area and protected forests area should
be able to be a part of the SEZ. Another group focuses that the development of SEZ should have no bad impact on local
environment and life quality of people in the area. The important proposed policies, as follows: Mae Sot SEZ should
be a center for connecting Thailand with Myanmar. To determine common development stand points with Myawaddy
SEZ. Primary essential processing industrial goods for Thailand economic is located in Myawaddy SEZ that has an
advantage in cost while the utilities system in Myawaddy SEZ is still depend on Thailand. Mae Sot SEZ should focus
on intermediate and final processing industrial goods that have high value in order to further raw material that have been
already processed in Myawaddy SEZ and to promote businesses that support international industry and trade. The area
of Mae Sot SEZ should cover whole District (Amphoe) and determine the category of main business of SEZ. Using the
promotion instead of the enclosed economic development that may create limited connection with local entrepreneurs
and thai entrepreneur. Central government should transfer relevant permit authority in SEZ to the local authority. And
central government should alsodetermine the development approach of public service, public health, education, public

utility, recreation, good environment and pollution plan.
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A1319% 1 mﬁﬂisﬂam%mhmﬂ f,’oﬂ 1 ﬂl@ﬂLﬂJmﬂiH*ﬁﬂ%WlﬁHﬂﬂ (Good Practice Policy Framework for SEZs)

il vouruaulaing M3§1U524 31915214 (International Standard)

warTHgAI AT AT UMIANTANIegMoUBNIIATANING
(Outside domestic customs territory) ms'lﬁ}%'manmiﬂizmﬂ
HUIRAEBIANT AN MUER AR ﬁluﬁwxﬁﬂﬁuﬁ}uﬁﬁauasﬂuﬂﬁzmﬁﬁmdn (Eligible for national
(Concept of extra-territoriality) certificates of origin) A NANTIUAMIMMNTBANAINIINITM
witowiludiunilwestszmagand 1 (Eligible to participate in

national trade agreements and arrangements.)

NiasiitesmuaveailSuiamsdienntud (No minimum
export requirement) 15 wmw«umﬁwﬁm HAzUIMS (Manufacturers
mslasuansiselownd and services) ﬁm%mmmmﬂm (Foreign and local firms) N13U818
(Eligibility for benefits) ﬂ%miﬂlmmﬂﬂiﬂﬁﬂf]ﬂlm% (Expansions of existing enterprises)
!Lﬂuﬂ'ﬁql'ﬂmﬂﬂ)'uﬂluQWWU"IW@W‘?Hiﬂ%W!ﬁ‘H (Private developers

of zones.)
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dadrumsduivenams

] a2Y o w Yo Aava 1A @ .. .
Do - g liastvedina "lmum‘sﬂgummmsmnu (No limitations; equal
3 TEUINANTIA LASAUNDIDU

) ) treatment)
(Foreign and local ownership)

ﬁﬂgimﬁauﬁ%ﬂmu (Clearly defined in legislation) U11A3FIUNT
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ARSI (Competition fromGovernment-run zones on a level

playing field.)
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import duties and taxes)

) "lﬁ'%"umiﬂﬁﬁﬁgﬁﬂqﬁuﬁwdqaaﬂﬂmmmﬂmaiuﬂizmﬁ (Treated
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a(Purchases from domestic market) 1NMIA Qi’)f)ﬂ‘l/nﬁi?)}ﬂll (Enterprises eligible for indirect exporter

benefits)
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v n consistency with International labor organization’s labor standards)

7 uley1ea U599 (Labor policies) ~ o Y a o ]
una‘lﬂmmfﬂmmmmmwawmy (Specialized dispute settlement

mechanism.)

(The World Bank Group, 2008)
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