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ASSESSMENT OF WATER ACTIVITIES OF CHINESE
TOURISTS AT KOH LARN

Chatekarn Thongpadal*, Suchonnee Metiyothinl*, Kodchaporn Noramart'', Amnad Saleenukul'

'Graduate School of Commerce, Burapha University, Chon Buri 20131, Thailand

ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to study to whether tourists with different personal factors and different
behavior had difference in water activity assessments and to study water activity planning at Koh Larn in Chonburi
Province. Mix method of quantitative and qualitative research was used. In quantitative research, a closed questionnaire
with multiple choices was used. The data were from 300questionnaires collecting from Chinese tourists who visiting
Koh Larn for water activities. In qualitative research, open questions were used to interview representatives of five
tour companies. The data were analyzed using SPSS (Statistical Package for Social Sciences) program for frequency,
percentage, mean and standard deviation. The hypothesis testing was performed using the Independent Sample t-test. In
addition, one-way analysis of Variance was used to test the difference of the mean of the samples of more than 2groups ,
and the significance level was set at 0.05.

The results showed that in Chinese tourists’ travel behavior, most respondents (50.0 %) had the goal to travel
for leisure. Their travel companions were people in their family/ relatives (32.7%). They had their first visit to Thailand
(54.3%). They participated in snorkeling and diving activities (29.0%) They had 2,001-3,000 yuan travel expenses
(36.3%). The Chinese tourists were interested in visiting the central region (38.3%). For water activity assessment, sea
walking (underwater walking) had average of 4.46 which was at the highest level. The hypothesis test showed that the
tourists with different personal factors had no difference in water activity assessment. Tourists with different goals of
tourism, travel companions, regions to visit had difference in water activity assessment. The results of the interviews
with 5 representatives of tour companies revealed that for water activities, the companies should focus on safety and they
should have adequate lifeguards for the increasing tourists and they should focus on service standards. The company

staff should be caring and should smile and pay attention to tourists.

Keywords: Water activity assessment, Chinese tourists, Koh Larn
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