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Embryonic Development and Incubation Period of Egg in Ovigerous Female

Blue Swimming Crab (Portunus pelagicus Linnaeus, 1758)
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Embryonic development and incubation period of portunid crab eggs were studied in newly
spawned ovigerous female blue swimming crab, Portunus pelagicus Linnaeus, 1758. It has been found
that incubation period was approximately 211 hours or 9 days at temperature 25-27 "C. Egg volume
increased by 85.36%. Stages of development are cleavage-blastula stages, gastrula stage, eyespot and
pigmentation stages and heart-beating stage, respectively. During development, egg volume consistently
increased. The dark pigment also increased., whereas the amount of yolk decreased which result in
changing the color of egg during development.
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