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The synthesis of symmetrical triarylmethane derivatives using Bi(OTf), as catalyst
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Abstract

In this research, we have developed a simple, mild and efficient method for the synthesis of symmetrical
triarylmethanes derivatives via Friedel-Crafts alkylation of electron-rich arenes with trialkyl orthoformate in the
presence of Bi(OTf), (10 mol%) as catalyst under neat condition at room temperature. The reactions proceed

smoothly to produce the corresponding symmetrical triarylmethane derivatives in moderate to high yields.

Keywords : Triarylmethanes / Friedel-Crafts reaction / Bi(OTf),
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1. unn

miﬂim@ﬂml@?@ﬁmmﬂumimjwﬁqﬁié"?ﬂmm@u%@ﬂ'wmﬂ@fmi‘Iﬂﬁwmmmmr ilesanniduansiing 1§
TUNARA U BIINTR LﬂumﬁqLmﬁxﬁiﬁqw%rmﬁqmw Ausrlmsilunnenisunnd wasfitsrlamilunisgpanssu
Ao (Kandela, Bartletta & Indig, 2002; Parai, Panda, Chaturvedi, Manju & Sinha, 2008; Taylor, Harris & Jarvo,
2012; Mibu, Yokomizo, Uyeda & Sumoto, 2005) miﬁ\imezﬁmﬂuﬂ@:uimm’?ﬁ@ﬁmu‘ﬁ'ﬁmmmmri@wﬁﬁﬁﬁumﬁ%
Lt ﬂﬁ'ﬁ?m palladium-catalyzed arylation 484 aryl(azaaryl) methanes il aryl halides (Niwa, Yorimitsu & Oshima,
2007), cationic Pd(ll)/bipyridine- Catalyzed addition 484 arylboronic acids to arylaldehydes (Lin & Lu 2007) us
@ﬁﬁﬁiﬁfﬂmﬁNQﬁﬂﬁ?@dLmﬁ"’mﬁ’1ﬂuﬂ@Numu%m@”mﬁgmmlumW'J‘”muLLN Idfszazinanuiu LLZ\I”M@"IE‘HHM@% ne
uquiﬁmmmﬁ?wwmfaﬁmmumimLmﬁwmﬂuﬂ@uimmmumumuﬂgmm Friedel-Crafts ~ 1@94191l9znaw
aromatic iU aldehyde uaz immine sl isanafiamne W AuCl/AgOTf (Nair, Abhilash & Vidya, 2005),
[Ir(COD)CI]-SnCl, (Podder, Choudhury, Roy & Roy, 2007), ZnBr,/SiO,/AcBr (Kodomari, Nagamatsu, Akaike &
Aoyama, 2008), |, (Jaratjaroonphong, Sathalalai, Techasauvapak & Reutrakul, 2009), FeCl,:6H,0/Ac,O (Thirupathi
& Kim, 2010) uaz FeCl/Ac,0O (Liu, He & Wang, 2011; Li, Duan et al., 2008) famqvl,immumm\‘iﬂgmmmu‘mm
AaudNaTTIATLING m\ﬂmm? acylating agent Lﬂummﬂm”muiuLﬂmﬂgmmmmmm videRpouiflufiusreduonde
widnsdaamzdanssenaulanesalinuazlatrannnung  wAnudmanunisdannziansdszneslnnesadinug
Lmummmﬁf;mﬂa‘mﬁﬂ%\immqﬁimm%qmﬁfauﬁuﬁqﬁmm’mﬂgﬁ@ﬂ (Nair, Thomas, Mathew & Abhilash, 2006)
fufluauAdeiinaulalunnsfinem

mLi\‘iﬂgﬂimﬁmwmﬂmummmu%ﬂﬂ'ﬂ bismuth(ll)trifluoromethanesulfonate 38 bismuth(lIDtriflate (Bi(OTf),)
mwummmﬂ{]ﬂim*’numuuﬂmmuu[51Lﬂu Lewis acid LLZMJma‘u’mﬂ%’lumvmuma‘mLﬂmmma‘@umﬂﬂﬂ’mmwmw
uaz Bi(OTf), mLﬂumw\‘lﬂgmmumwLﬂuwwu@ﬁ 71ANYN LAY \uimssiedauandes u‘aﬂmﬂu Bi(OTf), @110
wizeisledne wasipanuanaslue N (Leonard, Wieland, & Mohan, 2002; Bothwell, Krabbez & Mohan, 2011;
Nguyen, Arnold, Peterson & Mohan, 2004; Anzalone et al., 2005; Khosropour, Khodaei & Ghozati, 2004) ﬁ\‘i‘&u
”lu\mu%“ﬂﬁamu‘lﬂﬁmuﬁ%m?ﬁaLm‘wzﬁmiwﬁuﬁ’mﬁmﬁmj 1e9lpgiesaRULLANNAS Aaetl]i3en Friedel-Crafts
21974 electron-rich arenes iU trialkyl orthoformate Tne/ld Bi(OTH), tHusaisaLlfjizen

2. AEnIneaasdInsunIsRaAsTIEidslsenaulnsiasaliinunuuaNamAg

N electron-rich arenes (1.0 mmol) Waz trialky! orthoformate (1.0 mmol) lalunaannnana Lamﬁ%é\‘iﬁﬁﬁ?‘m
Lmﬂmm@mwm@mmﬂ septum AUARALIAAILLATE magnetic stirrer m@muﬂwm mIaaaulfjisedee TLC e
ﬂgmmmumLmumm”mmummm NaHCO, (10 mL) wamﬂgmm Lmemammmmqmmmﬂ EtOAC (2x20
mL) PNERE 1 (10 mL) LAYENIALATERNAY9s NaCl (10 mL) ANaNFL tindu EtOAC W liudiesng Na,SO,
anhydrous vl ssmeiaminazana daeiaand rotary evaporator i crude product ANt crude product wVchﬂﬂm
Whiisqnalag\finaila radial chromatography LW@Lmﬂmm@mnmmwmmma@@ﬂm 1 fraction 1eKARADUTALENTE
T3z imeisasinazanadaeasad rotary evaporator At U sdaeeied vacuum pump

3. Nmmz'aﬁﬂsﬁzman'llswmm

3.1 nswmanmazimunzandmiunisdanssianslseneulanesaimunuuanuinsieeld Bi(OTH, Wubasa
ffsen

nedainszvianslsznaulnsesal muuuuansnsasiniWlAsen  Friedel-Crafts  $¥dng  1,2,4-trimethoxy-
benzene (1) iU trimethyl orthoformate (2) tneild Bi(OT), iuaisaLnzen melFanasilddirnazans (neat
condition) LL@vmﬂgmmwammwm mﬂgmmﬂqvm‘lﬂjLﬂu‘tmmmwumwmmqvmmmvmmmumm«mwvu
aatlsenaU e aTIUILUANENRT (3) WAAIEIANT 1 FMFUNNIINanaE TN s anas N AN Funns
NS RRFERITT S DA YRRl fiinasennsfngnsanstsyneylasedadinuunugsunas
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Me

MeO MeO._OMe  Bi(OTf); (x mol%)
+ T
OMe neat condition, rt
OMe
1 2

M 1 eaduiun1sdanneianslsznau lnsiesalimuuUUaNEIAg

MIINENIZR N AN R AR A5 s N1 IATLET AT N ULLLANANAIUAAIHANINARBIFIANSIR 1 Bud
Lﬂuﬂgﬂimi“’m’]\i 1,2,4-trimethoxybenzene 111 trimethyl orthoformate mﬂgmmimﬂﬂmmm Wmﬂummﬂgmm
(entry 1) mnuumiéﬂmmmﬂgmmm@ Bi(OTf), @ﬂﬂluﬂgmmimﬁLiumumnmﬂm Bi(OT), #1 30 mol% Wufisen
meldannzilddfvihazans Penmnving wmﬂ&ﬂmmmumuwuummm‘lul,ﬂmvﬁummgq >99% (entry 2)
mﬂ&u@mﬂ?mmmmﬁQLéqﬂﬁﬁ?mmLﬂu 20 ¥Az 10 mol% 284 Bi(OTf), ‘wudﬁ"lé’mamﬁmmﬂum@ﬁ%uﬁﬁmLﬂimﬁmﬁu
(entries 3 ua 4) Lmvmmvlmmﬂ?mmmmﬂgmmammﬂu 5 mol% wudn AR e fFumiAuay 1 Hszes
nauiude 6 41l (entry 5) fariu Bi(OTf), 10 mol% mL@famﬂuﬂ?mmmmmmﬂgmmwmmvmummu
ATANEINNTRAUATIEH IMTLETAR N UULILANNIAT

FleviBnnesnsdimnzanldudaaeldinBunnsewasaiin i Anmuatesirinasaedwinnsdaamest
IRsETalNUMLLANNIAS Tmﬂmﬂgm‘mﬁ“”mw 1,2,4- tlmethoxybenzene 1y tnmethoxy orthoformate I Bi( (OTf), (10
mol%) Lﬂummﬂgmm FuFAUNFNazane toluene (entry 6) mmqmwnummumsmmmmm@mnmmmm@aﬂu
Favinazaefin wudnsesindfisedunaite 24 Falus mmmﬂgmmwmumm mummummnmnﬂgmmu
mmmmu@mmmum@h@mmmimmﬂ{lmmmm atinlsfinunnel@annsild toluene Lﬂumm@vmﬂhmmmm
nreenslunlefiusings (90%) Ay Tdmaandlnau aowsiagavnazaneniy CH ,Cl, Faflugsinaranafindn
44n71 toluene vinlffanansnavansansaaduuas Bi(OT) ), (Eee wumm”lmﬂmwummmmm‘wmmm 99 1afidus
Tuinan 24 faluaitwiAeniu Lﬁmﬂﬁlﬂuﬁf;ﬁmxmmﬂu tetrahydrofuran (THF) wa¥ methanol (CH,OH) Faifhus
‘v‘imzmﬁﬁ%@@q%mm:ﬁ@:mam@n%mumﬂuimL@Qﬂ LLﬁdﬁ%v‘h‘Lﬁﬂﬁﬁ?m@xmﬂiﬁﬁ%mm@:mmen%wwnmﬁTfa
MIAZAILAINNTDNA solvation T8L°] Bi(OTf)ﬁmﬂuﬁTf; \3aUfjaen i1 Bi(OTH), liids trimethyl orthoformate 16i13iRag
dann il EnAn ATl s S uimianaaiies 31% (entry 8) UaZ 10% (entry 9) ANNAIAL AINNANITNAABINLINNNTN
ﬂgmmwiﬂmmm@wmaLmvhmm@”mmﬂu CH,CI, mqn‘lmfaﬂ@vmmmmnmfmwm AR >99% WAFNTNAZAY
CH,CI, piadldrzey Lq@fmqﬂgm‘mwu’mmm 24 mT,m uarlunsfnmnilfesnianedanmyiiing Wuiasse
mmmmmmzmunum muumamﬂ{]ﬂammﬂ”lmmfsvwiuimmmavmmmﬂmeLﬂmmqvmmmvmmmu
nsAneAell

226 NIETMBIEEASYITHT AUURLAY N15UTEYNIVINTILAVYIA INedanside asen 6 Juil 20 - 21 Tuau W.A. 2557



s19199 1 uansAneaiagessialisenlaeminljisenseudng 1,2,4-timethoxybenzene il trimethyl orthoformate”

Me
MeO . MeOYOMe Bi(OTf)3 (10 mol%)
OMe solvent, rt
OMe
1 2
Entry Catalyst (mol%) Solvent Time (h) Isolated Yield ° 3 (%)

1 0 - 24 -
2 30 - 3 >99
3 20 - 3 >99
4 10 - 3 >99
5 5 - 6 80
6 10 Toluene 24 90
7 10 CH,CI, 24 >99
8 10 THF 24 31
9 10 CH,OH 24 10

mﬂgmmima‘bﬁ 1 (1.0 mmol) A 2 (1.0 mmol) eldanas il lddminazans (neat condition) Lmeﬂgmmmmu BRI N
® $peazue9aNIN AR ITAIanLnAatmATIA radial chromatography, ”Lummﬂgmmm'amqamumﬂ TLC

32 N9ANwINALeY electron-rich arenes TlAGNN Aenisiinlfjiisen Friedel-Crafts d1wfunnsdainsizit
ansdsznavlnsiesalnulLLANNIAT

mrmmemmq:‘ﬁ'mmmuwudmmqﬁmmmmﬁmﬁ*unmﬁ"\aLm%ﬁmaﬂivﬂ@uiml@?ﬁ@ﬁmmmumumm An
m’;‘mﬂgmm‘imﬂ% Bi(OTf), (10 mol%) \usagedngen mﬂslmmfamiuhmm@wma meﬂgmmmmuﬂwm
muumummqmmmwauumﬂm:mmmmmmi@iﬂ@mummﬂ AN ARDILEAIFINNTNAT 2 Limumuﬂgmm
‘ﬂ'ﬂ\‘i 1,2,4-trimethoxybenzene 1 trimethyl orthoformate mﬂ{]mﬂ’mmm 3 me wuInlinansuet 3a Tulefidus
wm >99% (entry 1) [ﬂ@&l’ﬁ,ﬂL@’ﬂﬂhu’lﬂ@T@iW@%Lﬂu’&’]ﬂuﬂ@N heteroarenes l§iun 2-methylfuran, 2-ethylfuran
WuUfzeiy trimethyl orthoformate Taeild Bi(OTH, (10 mol%) mﬁlmmqvwiuhmm@”mﬂLLfa"vnﬂgmmm
RN E G N wudﬂé’mﬁmﬁm% 3b-c IuLﬂﬂfLe‘EuﬁTﬁaq (entries 2 uay 3) AnelddnnziAeni e ld o- methylthiophene
Lﬂumm‘lﬁ@”l,wgq wm%mmﬂgmm‘w 24 4l "me@mnmm 3d Was 35 wefidus (entry 4) Feilitesnann 2-
metylthiophene Hanuiutionalalndtionndn 2-methyifuran AufiaUfsenlaldn wanainil danuduansioed 3d
HAnami® volatile Telunnmaaemudniieldiealelndii o- -methylfuran, 2- ethylfuran uay 2-methylthiophene
””Lm crude product \iuans symmetrical triaryimethanes 3b-d AfANNLEgNage Tmﬂ”l,mm"l,ﬂt,mﬂlmﬁmﬁmw
matialasunna i (mm@mummmawmwmmuﬂ TLC waz 'H-NMR) usans 3d %mﬁmmmmmm@mmiﬂu
Aruzidle Tunstlees 2- ethylpyrrole meﬂgm‘mﬂu trimethyl orthoformate Wu4 imm@mﬂmm 3e 1uLﬂﬂ?Lﬁﬁum%mﬂ
An 29 Wafidu (entry 5) Hasunannagn 2- ethylpyrrole fpnnianesties ndisenldmnid Lu@mﬂgm‘mu@ﬂmn
Jl,mm@mmwumwmmm@rﬂﬂmmwmﬂ\mnumﬁmm\ﬂ,ummmiwu‘imqmwim lunseilaas indole meﬂgmm
i trimethyl orthoformate mﬂlmmqmmmumu (entry 6) ‘wm’]vl,mr;mmnmmummumwimmmimm‘lﬁmﬂmwim
(complex mixture) Fatenaiiesnainans indole 34mmLﬂumﬂ@‘lﬁﬂ”l,wgqmLLawuml,mmmmﬂgmmvlmmﬂmLmuq
meﬂgmmmﬂlmmmfsvwiuummwmwﬂuﬂgmmmmu@m\mmmu@ mmmimﬂummmmuj anvane
TR WANARADUTIAT mmmﬂummLL@W’Ln@mmﬂumm@LﬂummmmlﬁiummmLLﬂﬂm@mmm‘Tuummim
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1197199 2 uann3fnenatinvestionale lalaanisenseidng 1,2,4-trimethoxybenzene fiu trimethyl orthoformate
Toeld Bi(OT, \lusiasadjazen’

MeO~_-OMe  BjOTf)3(10 mol%)  Ar~_-Ar
N b

OMe neat or solvent, Ar
1 2 t 3
Entry Ar-H conditions Isolated Yield® (%)
Me
MeO
1 1a no solvent, rt, 3h 3a (>99)
OMe
2 /Q 1b no solvent, rt, 1 h 3b (>99)
3 \/Q 1c no solvent, rt, 1 h 3c (>99)
4 /Q 1d no solvent, rt, 24 h 3d (35)
7\
5 \/Q 1e no solvent, rt, 4 h 3e (29)
H
A\ d
6 @ 1f no solvent, rt, 1 h 3f (cm)
H

*inUientaeld 1 (1.0 mmol) fiu 2 (1.0 mmol) nelsian1nzAildldsiainazane (neat condition) uazinufjisenigaimgivies
® Speazua9dNINARSITRIanLanAatmATiA radial chromatography

d .
cm = complex mixture

4. unagluanisnnang

ANNHANNARB WUIN BI(OT), mmmhL‘flumLi\iﬂ{]mmwNﬂ?vammwmmum?ﬁﬂLmﬂ”ﬁmﬂuﬂ@uimmm
Twuuuuauunmg Tmﬂmmmuﬂgﬂim Friedel-Crafts 184 electron-rich arenes iU trimethyl orthoformate s
ann=i i ldminazans LL@vV]']ﬂ{]ﬂ?ﬂ’Wl’ﬂMﬂﬂNﬂﬂﬂ ANNNITNARBINLIAN Luﬂhmmiﬂﬂiﬂ/\laLﬂumﬂuﬂmu arenes
Gl 1,2,4—tr|methoxybenzenewummmmzﬁ“\‘iLﬂmmmmmﬁﬁlmﬂmmummﬁq mumm‘iﬂvlmmumﬂumgu
heteroarenes L 2-methylfuran il 2-ethylfuran Wudﬂﬁmamﬁmﬁﬂmﬂ'ﬂﬂ%uﬁﬁ23\‘1Lﬁuﬁu #1151 2-methylthiophene
fiu 2-ethylpyrrole wudn & nAn Aol SdusTian daw indole laignunsnuanudninsmgaanslE
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5. imAngsulsznA

1098UAN NAITIARLATALTANTIMAARIULTANITNNIGAR ANEANENANERT NUANENAEYIWY (PERCH-
CIC) wazaeT8LAMNUaAMYUNNTIAENLLrzunRume lfanRuganiuainiguia ((ulszunniuiuin) swianende
Yo dezantheudseann 2556
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