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Phattaraphan Sermswatsri
Faculty of Social Sciences, Kasetsart University, Thailand

Abstract

The purpose of this research was 1) to study tourism information in particular from the Doitung
Development Project 2) to study the impact of tourism development on cultural changes in Akha Pa Kluai
Village, Mae Fah Luang District, Chiang Rai Province and 3) to find ways to achieve sustainable tourism
development. Interviews were the key method for data collection in this qualitative study.

Fifteen Akha Pa Kluai villagers, both men and women, five village leaders, and three staff of the
Doitung Development Project were interviewed. Next to in-depth interviews, observations were made, both
participatory and non-participatory observation. Regarding the results, this study presents a descriptive
narrative based on comparable concepts and theories.

The results found that as a tourist attraction, Doitung has been confronted with both domestic and
foreign tourists who come to admire the nature, the culture and traditions. Tourism had both a positive and a
negative impact on the culture of Akha Pa Kluai Village. On the positive side, tourism had provided conservation
and restoration of the cultural heritage. For instance, on special occasions tourists were shown
traditional/cultural dances. The villagers also ran a "Homestay" business that arranged cultural events. This
encouraged tourist to learn the villagers’ way of life and cultural knowledge closely. On the other hand, the
negative impact of tourism resulted in changes of dressing style imitating urban style. Some villagers started
to value materialism, modernization and convenience. Money has become an important factor in their life.
Regarding food consumption, the villagers consume both traditional food and delicatessen. Art and Crafts have
been adapted in order to sell traditional tribal souvenirs to tourists. With regard to faith and religion the
villagers proselytise due to their changing ways of life. Finally, the Akhas speak more Thai are able to speak
a little English.

Keywords: tourism development, culture change, Akha
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