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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to develop and validate a causal model of intention to play online
games among secondary school with the empirical data. The model consisted of five latent variables:
subjective norms toward playing online games, attitude toward playing online games, trust in online game
websites, enjoyment in playing online games, and intention to play online games. The sample, derived by
means of multistage random sampling, consisted of 450 upper secondary students in the academic year 2011.
The research instrument was a questionnaire. LISREL 8.80 was used to analyze the causal model.

Results indicated that the adjusted model was consistent with the empirical data. Goodness of fit
statistic were; chi-square = 369.17, df = 384, p = .48, GFI = .96, AGFI = .92, CFI = 1.00 Standardized RMR
= .20, RMSEA = .00. The variables in the adjusted model accounted for 82 percent of the total variance of
intension to play online games. In conclusion, the factors that affect students’ intention to play online games
were enjoyment in playing online games, attitude toward playing online games, and subjective norms toward
playing online games. Variable that had a significant indirect effect on intention to play online games among
secondary school students was trust in online games websites.

Keywords: subjective norms, attitude toward playing online games, trust in online games websites,
intention to play online games
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