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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to develop and validate a causal model of vocational certificate
students’ intention to smoke cigarettes. The sample was 380 smoking vocational certificate students of
vocational schools in Chon Buri the academic year 2009 who volunteered to participate in this study. The
research instruments was a questionnaire. Descriptive statistics were generated using SPSS and causal
modeling involved the use of LISREL 8.80.

The results were as follows:

1. Variables in the model that had a direct effect on the dependent variable “intention to smoke”
were attitudes toward smoking, perceived smoking hazards, and conformation to subjective norms about
smoking. While the variables that had an indirect effect on intention to smoke was perceived behavioral
control on cigarette smoking through attitudes toward smoking.

2. Results indicated that the causal model was consistent with the empirical data as demonstrated
by the fit measures: chi-square = 125.93, df = 90, p = .01, relative chi-square ratio = 1.40, GFI = .97, AGFI
= .93, CFI = .99 standardized RMR = .02, RMSEA = .03. The variables in the model accounted for 85
percent of the total variance of intention to smoke.

Keywords: intention to smoke, conformation to subjective norms about smoking, attitudes toward smoking,
perceived behavioral control on cigarette smoking, perceived of smoking hazards
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