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The Construction of the Self of Motherhood

in the Patriarchal Society
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Abstract

The research was aimed to reveal the process that constructs the self of motherhood in the
patriarchal society where the concept of power, knowledge and patriarchy creates the truth that
brings about unequal gender relation between men and women in the household by determining

gender role, gender ideology. It is the truth taken by women to guide their daily life practices
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to become a good mother, as a docile body through technologies of power, i.e. observation and
normahzing judgments. This research employed a qualitative study using the narrative approach and
Foucauldian narrative analysis. To analyze the process of constructing the self of good motherhood
from the experiences of women as informants, the researcher had conversations with 8 women
who had children and experienced physical and psychological abuses by their husbhands. Their
residences were in the semi-urban, semi-rural provincial areas with socio-economic differences.
Research results suggest that the power, knowledge, and patriarchy had set up the practices of
good motherhood in the household space in which women had awareness and understanding
without questions and strictly followed them. Accordingly, women are expected to he mother
throughout their life from nurturing the child during pregnancy to childbirth, an antenatal care
for pregnant, the mother hreastfeeds the baby dribble, to educate their children. as the self of
mother who has to take care of the child, prevents the child from any harms and problems, and
even as a mother who raises grandchildren. It is this self of mother as a result of unequal power

relation that constructs a woman as a docile body.

Keywords : Foucauldian/ Foucauldian Feminist/ Technology of Power/ Foucauldian Narrative
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