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QUALITATIVE STUDY ON WATER POLO COURSE OF HIGH SCHOOL
STUDENTS: A CASE STUDY IN A DEMONSTRATION SCHOOL
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to determine experiences of learning a Water Polo Course
and relate factors that influenced learning a Water Polo Course according to the participants’

perception. Participants were 27 high school students (9 males and 18 females) who were
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enrolling Water Polo course in 2016 academic year. All participants with parent volunteered
and signed consent forms to participate in this study. Data were collected by non-participant
observation, critical incidence and semi-structured interview. Data were inductively analyzed
using a constant comparison method and data triangulation. The result of the research can be
reported into 2 themes. The first theme, positive factors of learning experience in a Water Polo
Course can be concluded as (1) stress relief (2) improving of swimming skill and (3) learning new
kind of sport. Negative factor of learning experience related to learning difficulties was injuring
from the course. Second theme, related influential factors on learning a Water Polo Course
can be divided into learning difficulties and supportive factors. Learning difficulties were (1) the
swimming pool is remotely located, (2) dilapidated swimming pool (3) insufficient facilities (4)
inappropriate class schedule. (5) inadequate class duration (6) unhealthy students. Supportive
factors were (1) proper numbers of students (2) friendly classmates (3) fun learning activities

(4) positive attitude towards water sports.

Keywords : Water Polo Course/ High School Student/ Qualitative Research
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