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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to examine the status of the problem of private
sector corruption; 2.To examine the opinions of private sector representatives towards legal
dimensions in solving corruption, and; 3.To posit guidelines for determining legal measures in
solving private sector corruption. The research utilizes interviews leading to in-depth examination
of the research question in a semi-pioneering style. Key informants were from 12 representatives
of 12 firms in tourism and hospitality sector in Chon Buri province whose responses were
analyzed using and summarized for descriptive conclusions. It was found that:

1. Private sector corruption took a variety of forms and differed according to the
company by form of behavior and type of corporate corruption. In most cases the resulting
loss was not high, which resulted in business operators responding on a case-by-case basis.
Losses incurred to the company as the result of corruption other than measurable quantities
included the leaking of important or secret corporate information; loss of business bargaining
power.

2. Corruption differed by company characteristics. Every company had loopholes
enabling corrupt practices in a similar manner to the position- and role-based corruption in
the public sector. Most company representatives saw their companies as offering little
opportunity for employee corruption, reasoning that corruption was not often encountered.
When abnormalities were experienced, the company activated measures or systems to
prevent reoccurrence.

3. Solutions to private sector corruption were somewhat contrary to their reported
responses to actual issues, namely; when criminal law and extra-legal irregularities were
found, key informants would negotiate with offenders to reimburse damages and dismiss
them. If offenders tried to flee, key informants did not pursue the matter, mostly seeing
legal action, pursuing the offender and any other post-hoc procedures as a waste of time,
not worth the effort, and as of no value to the company.
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