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Abstract

The objectives of this research were: 1) to investigate social changes in communities
led by industrial development in Plaeng Yao district, Chachoengsao province; 2) to examine well-
being of elderly people in 2 communities located near and far from an industrial estate; and 3)
to analyze impacts of the social changes on the well-being of elderly people in the selected

communities. The study was conducted following
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the qualitative research approach in which data were collected through case studies, observation
and informal interview. Data analysis was done by means of content analysis, data synthesis and
interpretation.

The research results reveal that in the past Plaeng Yao district was predominantly
agricultural area. The construction of an industrial estate in the area leads to the change towards
urbanization in a selected community where the estate is located. Relationships among family
members and community members are declined. This is contrast to the situation another
selected community located considerably far from the real estate in which members’ mode of
living remains insignificantly changed. Members of both communities define wellbeing of elderly
people in the same way. Industrial development brings about significant changes in the mode of
living and wellbeing of elderly people in the community near the real estate which are different
from those in another community locate far from the estate. The changes are conditioned by
their access to various resources, livelihood strategy of them and family members, as well as

their relationship with family members.

Keywords : wellbeing/ elderly people/ industrial development/ resource profile.
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