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Abstract

This research aimed at 1) investigating history, development, and values of Likay on
society; 2) analyzing values of Likay on social development; and 3) synthesizing the process of
promoting values of Likay on social development. This qualitative research used the data derived
from document analysis; in-depth interviews of 52 Likay performers and relevant people; and focus
group discussions of 17 Likay performers and academia. Content analysis was used to analyze the

data. It was found that Likay was derived from Islamic chant for Allah called “Jikay”. King Rama VI,
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used the word “Likay”. The development of Likay was divided into 11 periods: Likay Suad Kaek
(Istamic chant), Likay ork pasaa, Likay song kruang, radio Likay, Likay luk bot, jewelry Likay, television
Likay, folk Likay, concert Likay, CD Likay, and cable TV Likay. Likay had values on Thai society in
terms of entertainment, economics, society, ethics and arts. Values of Likay on social development
included: 1) Economics. 2) Culture. 3) Religion. 4) Arts. 5) Education. The process of promoting values
of Likay on social development. 1) Economics. This could be promoted by creating values of Likay
to be one of careers, organizing Likay performances in activities, and using resources and labor in the
local community. 2) Culture. The process included raising youth’s awareness of Likay values,
preserving use of Likay screens and traditional costumes, organizing Likay performances that
included concepts and summarizing concepts for the society, and creating good practices for young
generation of Likay performers. 3) Religion. The process of this aspect included cultivating values of
being religious for Likay performers, performing religious content with embedded morality. 4) Arts.
The process involved integrating subjects that included Likay performance into the curricula,
conserving the identity of Thai Likay, acknowledging the outstanding Thai Likay performers as
honorable, cultivating values of Thai Likay’s arts and culture for youths, and conserving Likay screen
creators. 5) Education. This could be promoted by developing Likay curricula at educational
institution and local levels, utilizing Likay as a learning media, and establishing community Likay

learning resources.

Keywords : Values/ Likay/ Social development
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